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THE CALL TO ADVENTURE

The hero starts off |n therr normal World but 1S then
presented with some. information that acts as a caII to
head off |nto the unknown R

: fIn the film Avatar RDA recruits Jake to take his murdered'-.‘ e
: brother S place on Pandora and become an Avatar i by

| | In The Lord of the Rlngs Frodo 1S glven the One Rlng by"
: Gandalf in order to keep rt safe T

In Harry Potter it comes Ilterally as a written |nVItat|on to f' i

o “Hogwarts School of W|tchcraft and W|zardry s

In Star Wars Luke receives the caII as a plea recorded |n,,~“
:a hologram TISEEE ol
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REFUSAL OF THE CALL

The- hero refuses the challenge or Journey--usually because

oM he feels a sense of duty-or obligation, fear |nsecur|ty, ora
. | ‘sense of rnadequacy ~ ;

: ‘4 In Avatar Jake sis: torn between his alleglance to RDA and g
: “his growrng connectron to the Na Vi. Mt

e 'In The Lord of the' Rlngs Frodo tries to glve the Rlng back o
St 1o Gandalf , £

n Harry Potter the caII is. actually refused by hIS Uncle s

i Vernon who won’t let Harry read the Ietter from Hogwarts

In Star Wars Luke tells Obr “Wan that he can't go to Alderaanj |
T because of famrly responsrbrlrtres ; .
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i MENTOR FIGURE/SUPERNATURAL AID

Once the hero has commrtted to the quest hrs or her gurde and

| magrcal helper appears or becomes krniown. More often than: not

this supernatural mentor will present the hera wrth one.or more
e tallsmans or artrfacts that will a|d them Iater rn their. quest

| : In Avatar both Grace and Neytlrl mentor Jake Whlle Grace grves B

h|m the technology of the Avatar-program, Neytiri. teaches Jake S5
: ' i the ways: of the Na’vi. o

In The Lord of the ngs the wrzard Gandalf mentors Frodo jUSt
Tl he had earlier mentored h|s uncIe Bilbo:

In Harry Potter Harrys flrst mentor is Hagrrd—who mtroduces h|m
" to'the Wrzardlng world and helps him acquire awand. He is Iater
mentored by several of his teachers-- especrally Professor
‘ R Dumbledore ' .2 :

: Wwoo: utoorssebew,u!sre/v\rels uo oorssrtu;ad' A
. qu\ palreys ‘uosupaiqg bBreid Ag pareald :

| . In Star Wars Obr Wan beglns toinstruct Luke in the ways of the
' Force and gives him his father S Ilghtsaber '
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CROSSING THE FIRST THRESHOLD

Thrs is the pomt where the hero actuaIIy crosses |nto the fleld g

: - .'of adventure, leaves.the known limits. of his or her. world and. = .

ventures into-an-unknown and dangerous realm Where the
. g rules and I|m|ts are not known. '

In Avatar Jake crosses the threshold the flrst trme he enters o

the Avatar body and experiences the moblllty power and °
- % sprrrtuallty of the Na’vi body e |

' .L.'-I.n The Lord of the Rings, Frodo leaves Bag End and begrns h|s

Journey, passrng through the Old Forest and V|S|ts the e
_ . | “Prancrng Pony & | - .

I.n'_:Harry Potter Harry enters both Dlagon AIIey anoI the traln-. .

platform O- 3/4 by- maglcal means.

In Star Wars Luke follows Obi-Wan into the cantlna in I\/Ios i
Elsely (a Wretched hive of scum and’ vrIIalny) |n search of a.

p||ot {0 take them to Alderaan

. WO0D'WO0ISSE|DYIUISIeANIEIS UO oo!ssrtu_Jad
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TESTS ALLIES AND ENEMIES

| The hero faces tests meets aII|es confronts enemles & Iearns the :

| ruIes of the SpeC|aI WorId |
In Avatar Jake allgns himself first with Grace and her team and

- of passage to become one of the-people: As he resists the:

< Iater with Neyt|r| and the Omaticaya."He passes several Na'vi rites. -

| temptatlon to “get’ his real legs back” by betraying the Na'vi, he. ' o

flnds hrmself at adds with Quaritch, Selfridge and the RDA '
e mercenarles | . R

-«.'In The Lord of the angs Frodo meets the Fellowshlp encounters :

- the Nazgul and takes on the: quest to take the ang into Mordor

“In Harry Potter, Harry befrrends Ron and Hermrone beglns school .'

at Hogwarts meets his teachers, and begrns to Iearn about
T . % Voldemort | r _

In Star Wars Luke meets Han Solo and Chewbacca in the Mos

Eisley cantina, after. meeting C-3PO-and R2-D2 when they are

purchased from the Jawas: He'learns: from-Obi-Wan Kenobi that
Darth Vader murdered his father, and he. begrns tra|n|ng W|th the
G Ilghtsaber e .

woo: uJOOJsseK)eq],u[sm/vuels uo uoissiuad .- - o
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MEETING WITH THE GODDESS

The hero meets a female frgure of power and srgnrflcance often
RE supernatural and a representatron of uncondrtronal Iove

In Avatar Jake meets Neytiri as. she saves him from the leer

i f' Wolves He falls in-love with her and by extension, the Omatrcaya-‘_

~clan, the Na’vi people and Pandora |tself

In The Lord of the Rings, this is the eIf queen Galadrrel who '
|nsp|res the FeIIowshrp and. grves them each a maglcal gift

-:"In Harry Potter, Sybrl Trelawney fulfills this role-as she prophesres s
S about how Harry’ S destmy |s mtertwmed W|th Voldemort S. -

. In Star Wars ‘Princess Leia madvertently sends Luke on hrs quest
to become a Jedr and ultimately becomes the famrly he never ..
- knew he had - 23

Vi Created by Cralg chkrnson Shared with _ - .
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THE BELLY OE THE WHALE

The belly of the whale represents the frnal separatron from

£ | ;the hero s known world and self. By entering this stage, he

shows wrllrngness to undergo a metamorphosrs

S In Avatar this occurs when Jake joms Grace S team at Slte_;"_« e

' 26 He spends nearly all of his time in the link as-an Avatar- AT

and h|s human body begrns to deterrorate

- Ln The Lord of the angs Frodo enters Mount Doom to cast -'

“the One ang into.the fire.-

-.’In Harry Potter Harry walks W|I||ngly |nto Voldemort S camp
(Deatth Hallows). b 5 .

In Star Wars Luke enters the Death Star as the Mrllennrum
. Falcon rs captured by atractor beam. .What happens here
erI change him forever | R

ZOF Created by Craig Drckrnson.Sharedyvrth. e A
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o DEATH OF THE MENTOR

The hero must confront h|s own mortalrty and face the
. : worId on.his own ' e

In Avatar Grace s death at the hands of Quarltch and the

L subsequent failed transfer into her Avatar body puts Jake s,;'_.« e

3 struggle In clear. I|fe and death terms.:

In The Lord of the Rlngs Gandalf’s death in Moria Ieaves Ean

the FeIIowshrp wrthout thelr gurde and greatest aIIy

In Harry Potter, Dumbledore |s k|IIed by seemlng treachery " g

o -;and Harry is forced 1o take up the Horcrux quest on his own.

- In Star. Wars Obr-Wan sacr|f|ces hrmself to save Luke and '
h|s frlends and Luke'must prove he |s ready to use the
- ' Force on h|s own : »



e Luke lets go of his conscious self and uses the Force to hit the

STAR, -
AWARISE

APOTHESIS (DEATH AND REBIRTH)

The hero d|es a physmal death or d|es to the seIf to I|ve rn
' splnt He of she enters a state of divine knowledge love
2 compassmn and b|ISS T 5

In Avatar Jake becomes “Toruk I\7Iacto” and Ieads the natlve
: Pandorans in battle agalnst Quarrtch and RDA, <o

53 In The Lord of the angs Frodo recovers from near- death

. experiences (the Nazgul sword and Mt.-Doom in Mordor) in -
Rlvendell Later heis chosen to go Wlth the eres to the Gray
R _ - - Havens P B v

e “In Harry Potter Harry accepts hrs fatein regards to Voldemort
I VISIIS a Ilmbo between life and death and then returns to fquIII
i | hrs destlny - .

In Star Wars durrng the trench run attack on the Death Star

exhaust port Wlth the proton torpedo

: uJoo'utomssepeu],u[sm/vuels uo tIOISSILu.IQd
< Uum pareys ‘uosuyoiq breid Aq paieaid
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OUTSIDE HELP OR RESCUE

Just as the hero may need gurdes and assrstants at the start of the
quest, they often need rescuers to bring-them’ back to everyday life--

e espeC|aIIy if- the person has been Wounded or Weakened by the

' expenence

In Avatar, Neytiri Kills Quarrtch dnd rescues Jake from a near- death s

- experience in the link. She then cradles his paralyzed helpless: .

X .human body in her arms and they “see” each other’s true selves for_j o

theflrst tlme -

TN The Lord of the Rlngs Frodo would have falled in h|s quest at i
“several points without the help of Sam. Whileiin Mt. Doom; Frodo is
saved from The: ng S temptatlon by Gollum S mterference el

In Harry Potter Harry has onefinal enllghtenlng conversation Wrth
- Dumbledore before his uItlmate confrontation W|th Voldemort,

In Star Wars, Luke is able to get a clear shot at the Death. Star’s -

' exhaust port only after Han-Solo destroys: the TIE flghters followmg";

hlm through thetrench

" Created by .Crarg chkmson. _Shared W|th- - a7
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'T'HE- ULTIMATE -BO—ONﬁ 5

< The achrevement of the goal or fqurIIment of the quest AII the e
% prevrous steps serve to prepare and purlfy the hero for th|s step.

In Avatar Jake is truly reborn as- a_Na Vi after completlng hrs, :
journey to be able “to see e & A

In The Lord of the Rings, Frodo completes h|s journey to I\/Iount o
- . Doom and the ang IS destroyed o L a5

~n Harry Potter Harry has a-final confrontatron W|th VoIdemort and
A T e emerges vrctorlous |

In Star Wars Luke destroys the Death Star and saves the Rebel |
: s base from certaln destructlon SRR T
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RETURN OF THE HERO

The hero returns from the journey with the elrxrr or wrsdom it

galned from the quest. He'must then find a way to share th|s
- glft to help everyone |n the Ordrnary World..

Y Avatar Jake becomes the new leader of the Omatrcaya and

7 must use his unique perspectlve to Iead hIS people: -

- In The Lord of the Rlngs Frodo: returns to Bag End after h|s
s quest but finds he has been changed forever by his adventure ~
; A -’.and no Ionger belongs there . S

S Harry Potter Harry uses his experiences frghtrng Voldemort T

to- become a‘great Auror (dark wrzard catcher)

S Jn Star Wars Luke returns to the Rebel base as a hero and '
- - recelves a reward and recognltlon
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CONCLUSION

There are. several versions.of the “Hero s Journey” a_nd many stones g

mclude only a few of the stages

| V'-'."Can you thlnk of other stories (mowes or books) that use some o] aII of
T _the Stages we’ve drscussed? ' : Rart

- The Maze Runner _ it

, Percy Jackson and the Olymprans s
oo i The Hunger Games®
e B!  Kung Fu_P.anda % 2

~Menin Black

Dtvergent .

S by _ The Wrzard of Oz S [
Superheroes (Batman Splder man Green Lantern etc)

' Created 0)Y] Crarg Drckmson Shared wrth -
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