Speeches of Treachery

Directions: Read the two excerpts below and then use the chart to compare and contrast the two
speeches. You may work with a partner to complete this activity.

On July 13, 1934, nearly two weeks after the “Night of the Long Knives,” Adolf Hitler spoke before
members of the Reichstag to justify the SA purge. The speech was simultaneously broadcast to the
people of Germany.

At one o'clock in the night | received the last dispatches telling
me of the alarm summonses; at two o'clock in the morning | flew
to Munich. Meanwhile Minister-President Goring had previously
received from me the commission that if | proceeded to apply a
purge he was to take similar measures at once in Berlin and in
Prussia. With an iron fist he beat down the attack on the
National Socialist state before it could develop.

The necessity for acting with lightning speed meant that in this
decisive hour | had very few men with me. In the presence of
Minister Goebbels and of the new Chief of Staff the action of
which you are already informed was executed and brought to a
close in Munich. Although only a few days before | had been
prepared to exercise clemency, at this hour there was no place

for any such consideration. Mutinies are suppressed in
accordance with laws of iron that are eternally the same. If anyone reproaches me and asks why
I did not resort to the regular courts of justice for conviction of the offenders, then all that | can
say to him is this: In this hour | was responsible for the fate of the German people, and thereby |
became the supreme judge of the German people!

I gave the order to shoot the ringleaders in this treason, and | further gave the order to cauterize
down to the raw flesh, the ulcers of this poisoning of the wells in our domestic life. Let the nation
know that its existence—which depends on its internal order and security—cannot be threatened
with impunity by anyone! And let it be known for all time to come that if anyone raises his hand
to strike the State, then certain death is his lot. And every National Socialist must know that no
rank and no position can protect him from his personal responsibility and therefore from his
punishment.

If people bring against me the objection that only a judicial procedure could precisely weigh the
measure of the guilt and of its expiation, then against this view | lodge my most solemn protest.
He who rises against Germany is a traitor to his country: and the traitor to his country is not to
be punished according to the range and the extent of his act, but according to the purpose that
that act has revealed. He who in his heart purposes to raise a mutiny and thereby breaks loyalty,
breaks faith, breaks sacred pledges, he can expect nothing else than that he himself will be the
first sacrifice.
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Shortly after issuing Order 66, Chancellor Palptine appeared before the Galactic Senate to reveal the
Jedi plot to undo the Republic. He used the apparent attack on his life to prove that the Jedi were
making a move against the democratic Republic.

The Jedi hoped to unleash their destructive power against the
Republic by assassinating the head of government and usurping
control of the clone army. But the aims of the would-be tyrants were
valiantly opposed by those without elitist, dangerous powers. Our
loyal clone troopers contained the insurrection within the Jedi Temple
and quelled uprisings on a thousand worlds.

The remaining Jedi will be hunted down and defeated. Any
collaborators will suffer the same fate. These have been trying times,
but we have passed the test.

The attempt on my life has left me scarred and deformed, but |
assure you my resolve has never been stronger. The war is over. The
Separatists have been defeated, and the Jedi rebellion has been
foiled. We stand on the threshold of a new beginning.

In order to ensure the security and continuing stability, the Republic
will be reorganized into the first Galactic Empire, for a safe and

secure society, which | assure you will last for 10,000 years. An
Empire that will continue to be ruled by this august body and a sovereign ruler chosen for life. An
Empire ruled by the majority, ruled by a new constitution.
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